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We want to make a difference  

in our community of Manukau & the world! 
 

IN COMMUNITY: 
We are an integral part of a faith community with God and the people of His church. 

ON MISSION: 
We are absolutely passionate about living a life on mission that brings honour to God. 

 

 

To be effective as a church, we need to have: 
Passionate Spirituality 
Intentional Evangelism 
Loving Relationships 

Gift orientated Mission 
Inspiring Large groups 
Nurturing Small groups 
Empowering Leadership 

Functional Structures 
 
 

Isaiah 58:9-12 (NIV) 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ǳƴŦŀƛǊ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΣ ǉǳƛǘ ōƭŀƳƛƴƎ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΣ ǉǳƛǘ ƎƻǎǎƛǇƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǎƛƴǎΣ 

If you are generous with the hungry and start giving yourselves to the down-and-out, 
Your lives will begin to glow in the darkness, your shadowed lives will be bathed in sunlight. 

I will always show you where to go. 
    LΩƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇǘƛŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜǎτfirm muscles, strong bones. 
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-watered garden, a gurgling spring that never runs dry. 

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǊǳōōƭŜ ƻŦ Ǉŀǎǘ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀƴŜǿΣ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǘΦ 
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛȄ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ƻƭŘ ǊǳƛƴǎΣ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘŜΣ 

    make the community liveable again. 
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PASTOR ALASTAIR 

HOW HAS YOUR YEAR BEEN? 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΧŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ !ǎ 
followers of Jesus, we do need to have a forward/future-orientated/heaven focus. But we also 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜΧ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ 
learning from our mistakes and victories! 

SO HOW HAS YOUR YEAR BEEN?! 

CƻǊ ǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ L ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΧŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ in the 
area of engaging people in a conversation about Jesus. In 2015, we asked a group of people from 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ άIƻǿ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ƛƴ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊ 
ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΚέ hƴŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜnt, two thirds said they would be 
somewhat, or not very confident. This was an awesome realisation ς we are asking people to tell 
others about Jesus, but not giving them the skills to do that! 

The good news is that explaining to someone how to become a follower of Jesus is not as hard as 
we think! As Elders, we discussed this, and set a goal for our church in 2016: we want to be part of 
a church where every person 8 years old and over is able to tell someone how they can become a 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎΗ ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ make you tell others about Jesus, but our role is giving you the tools 
to use.  

We have done this a number of times in church ς and I loved being sent a photo of a six year old 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛŀƎǊŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΧŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŀǘŜ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ άу 
ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊΗέ 

I want to be in a church where we are ALL ready to tell others about how to become a follower of 
WŜǎǳǎΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƎǊŀƳ ŀƎŀƛƴ ς just in case you have forgotten it! 

 
And we have added amazing discipleship resources so that we ALL can help others grow in their 
faith ς see the giant koru in the foyer! 

We have had some changes in staff too ς David Jackson retired, Noray Greyling is our new Admin 
Manager ŀƴŘ /ŀǎŜȅ /ƭŀǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ŀ Řŀȅ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŀǎ tŀǎǘƻǊ WŀƛƳŜŜΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƭƭΦ 

God has always existed 
God made me/you/us!  
God made us to have a relationship with God 
BUT we chose not to live how God wanted 
Instead we chose to live how WE wanted 
Making those choices hurt us and others, and is called sin 
We set ourselves on a new path 
The consequence of living without God is Hell 
BUT we can ask God to forgive us 
We can do that because Jesus died on the cross and he 
was punished for our sins  
Now we are free to have a relationship with God again 
And we can now look forward to a future in heaven!  
Simple question Ç where abouts are you? 
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Have a look on the back cover of this Annual Report ς we decided to do a summary of everything 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŘƻŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ƭƛǎǘΗ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ and the different 
entry points into our community. I also like that it shows that central to what we do leads to a 
ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ 
into. This Annual Report will step you through that variety of ministries. THANK YOU to those who 
lead ministries. THANK YOU to those who help make ministries work. THANK YOU for being 
involved in these ministries. We have some great opportunities to interact with our church 
community and our local community ς make the most of this! It is also great knowing that the 
ministry you are involved in is surrounded by other ministries working with you ς we are here to 
help each other! 

On a national scale, Baptist churches desire and learning 
curve to relate well with Maori continues.. This is reflected 
in our own church ς we have an amazing Te Roopu Awhina 
group and we are excited about the Te Reo course they will 
be running next year.  

We also are now a very multi cultural nation, and Baptists 
are looking to make the most of these opportunities At 
MCBC, we have a significant challenge to ensure that we 
are a multi cultural church in attendance AND involvement 
in our church. We all have to realise: we have a significant 
current opportunity to invite different cultures to become 
part of our church community and part of our FAITH community. 

In the past three years, we have sent out two new full time overseas workers or couples, and we 
have a third person waiting on finance. We have been sending on average one young person a 
term on a DTS with YWAM for the last year, and that looks likely to continue. We have an amazing 
team of 12 heading up to the Philippines on a Short term mission in 2017. That is healthy and 
exciting stuff, and things to be thankful to God for! 

We sent this quote around recently:  

ά²Ŝ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ϦLϥƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
church" when we became a christian...now 
we make 52 decisions a year whether we 
ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΗέ  

I think this is a great reminder that we are all 
personally responsible for keeping our faith fresh. 
We need a commitment that our faith means 
more than everything this world holds! And 
having a faith-first life is actually not complex! It is 
interacting with our Bible reading, two-way communication with our God in prayer, meeting and 
encouraging others in a church community and having a living relationship with the Holy Spirit. If 
we get these things right, serving and obedience and forgiveness and self worth and hope and love 
and faith will also follow. 

It is amazing to be part of this church community ς you are awesome because God made you that 
way and intended it to be that way!  

Psalm 116:1-2 I love the Lord because he hears my 
voice, and my prayer for mercy. Because he bends 
down to listen,  I will pray as long as I have breath! 

 

Alastair Hall ς Lead Pastor 
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PASTOR GAREY 

One of the things we believe to be important is to care for 
people and this can be done in various ways. Over the 
years we have had various forms of ministry to provide 
meals for families who were going through difficult times. 
This can be anything from a death in the family or hospital 
stays, as well as not so difficult times, but just as stressful 
such as having a baby. Each of these attempts have been 
great and well received but difficult to maintain.  

This year in conjunction with an organisation called Kiwi 
Harvest and NZMA a catering training organisation we 
have been able to provide 191 frozen meals to 47 
families. We also have a team of dedicated people who 
are willing prepare and deliver fresh meals to families 

who have had babies and they have done a fantastic job. Many thanks to Megan Carter for her 
wonderful leadership skills to make this all happen and to her team of people willing to provide a 
meal and deliver them. 

Connect Groups 

For our church connect groups are an important part of church 
life. In these group people get to journey through life together in 
relationship with Jesus. They are groups that provide a place 
where people can connect with each other and develop a sense 
of community and family. Connect groups are the heartbeat of 
church life and we aim to have on just right for everyone. 
Connect groups are not just groups that meet in homes for Bible study. They are also ministry 
groups, cultural groups and special interest groups that allow for people to get together round a 
common purpose with Jesus at the centre. One of our groups decided that they would write a 
book. Each member of the group contributed a chapter about their journey of faith, how cool is 
that. A group of people working together to create a resource for themselves and maybe others. It 
is hard to state the exact number of people involved in this ministry as all areas of church life have 
groups of people meeting for support and encouragement.    

Super Friday 

ά! ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƴƻ ōƻŘȅ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀƭƻƴŜέ 

We believe that our older adults are a 
huge asset for our church. The 
collective wisdom of this group is 
enormous. One of the biggest issues 
facing older adults is meaningful 
relationships. Lots of people in our 
wider community are lonely. They have 
retired and no longer have regular 
social contact with people. Super 
Friday is designed to meet this need 
for connection and also designed to provide opportunities for older adults to share about their 
faith and lead people to the Lord. We are regularly seeing people from outside our church 
community show up on the Friday having seen the advert in the Courier and we are starting to see 
people who have come along to Super Friday now attending church services. 

This year we have had speakers from the Red Cross, Mission Aviation Fellowship, Auckland 
Museum and .ƭƛƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
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ŀƭƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ .Ŝ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜŀǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǎƛƴƪǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
their hearts. A highlight for Super Friday is our trip days, where we take an opportunity to explore 
our city. The highlight for these was the visit to Auckland helicopter rescue.  

!ǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀǘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ άǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƛǘέΧ ǘƘƛƴƪ άǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ 
discover!!έ 

Welcoming Team 

We believe that an important part of the 
worship experience is connecting with 
people. For visitors they connect with people 
before they connect with God so it is 
important for us to provide a welcoming 
environment which our team does a fantastic 
job at. When you arrive at church you are 
greeted by people who genuinely love what 
they do which is making other feel welcome 
and cared for.  

There is no way of measuring the impact our welcoming team has on visitors but you know what it 
is like when you visit another church and nobody talks to you. We work very hard to ensure that 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ 
part of the unofficial team if you call MCBC your church. So thank you again to all on the team. 

 

Pastor Garey 
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2016 ς Pushing On. As we come to the end of the year it is incredibly 
encouraging to reflect on what God is doing. When you work with young 
people there are often many challenges, they are dealing with all sorts of 
pressures and stresses, but for me it is so good to see that we have an 
amazing bunch of high schoolers who are seeking God in the midst of 
everything. We have high schoolers serving in many areas of church life and 
actively putting their faith into practice.  

GAP ς On any given Wednesday night you might find 30-40 young people around 
church. This year we have explored the ideas around what we believe and why 
we believe it. We have some awesome leaders who have had to carry the 
load a bit more this year as I have been out of action firstly with the 
arrival of our first baby and secondly during my surgery. Small groups 
ŀǊŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ DŀǇ 
without our incredible volunteers. This year we have looked at Spiritual Gifts, we have 
had some topical nights, exploring things like online safety and other beliefs. There have 
also been some of the regular favourites like Gap Kitchen Rules and Gap Church. We have had 
guest speakers and always have a great night. If you have high school aged young people in your 
house ς this is a great place for them to be on a Wednesday night. We have had a number of 
young people get baptised this year and we have seen more young people come along without a 
church background which is really exciting.  

SOUTH AUCKLAND HUB ς A few years ago myself 
and a few other local youth leaders set up a South 
Auckland Hub. We get together once a term to 
connect and know that we are part of something 
ōƛƎƎŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
to know there are other young Christians locally! 
This Hub has expanded this year and it is exciting to 
see how this will grow. Currently we have our 
church, Bridge Community Church, 
PACT/Papatoetoe Community Church, Papakura 
Wesleyan, Manurewa Baptist and Franklin Baptist as the youth groups involved.  

GAP BAND ς This year has been a little quiet on the music front due to some key people being 
committed in other areas ς but it has been neat to see some of our high schoolers continue to 
flourish and step up in the Worship area. 

NIGHT CHURCH ς When I think about our Sunday Night 
Church, it really is about family. We have a broad range of 
people who come along from different walks of life, united 
by Jesus. It really is a great thing. This year we have looked 
at the lead up and aftermath of the first Easter, a series 
looking at 1¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ DƻŘΚέ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ 
worship and prayer nights and of course FOOD in the café 
thanks to our superb teams. If you have never been, come 
check it out one night. We recently installed new curtains in 
the main auditorium which means we can reduce the size of 
the auditorium by half which makes it a great setting for Night Church. 

 

PAP HIGH ς This year I am only taught the Yr Choice Relationship classes at 
Papatoetoe High as well as doing the 1st XI Girls Football coaching with Gabby 



7 
 

Frank. The response from both teachers and students is 
always so positive and reminds me of our need to be a 
good voice within the community. It was also exciting to 
have Neda and Erin come on board and coach the Girls 
2nd XI Football team this year. Being in the school has led 
to some interesting conversations around faith and I pray 
for more opportunities to share my story with young 
people.   

WHERE TO NEXT?  

How do we make sure that every young person who 
walks into our doors has a point of connection with 
other young people and with the wider church? How 
do we adopt people well in to the church family? How 
do we continue to teach our young people biblical 
truth in a world that is shifting moral perspectives? 
How do we continue to encourage our young people 
to pray and seek God? How do we prepare our young 
people for the things beyond school? These are a few 
of the things I am processing and praying into as we go 
ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊΧ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ you all for your support and 
encouragement, our young people need to know they 
are part of something bigger. 

 

Marty Barrett ς Youth Pastor 
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PASTOR JAIMEE 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aŀȄ ŎǊŜǿΦ  

However, each and every year I tell you all how blessed I am to have such creative, committed and 
ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ нлмс ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŜƳǇǘȅ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŀƴ 
unexpectedly absentee leader for over half the year as my pregnancy has come with significant 

health difficulties, things had the potential to 
completely fall apart. But these guys stepped 
up, taking on extra responsibility, churning out 
studies, coming up with games, improvising 
and just making it happen until a more settled 
arrangement could be put into place.  

²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳǇŜǊ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
Casey take over so seamlessly and do such a 
great job over the last few months employed a 
day a week by the church, but contributing so 
much more.  

 

Part way through the year we welcomed Julia and Sam to the leadership team and they brought 
with them a tonne of awesome kids adding not only numbers (which now fluctuate between 30-40 
a night), but a great deal of experience to what we do.  

Highlights for the year have included eCamp, Oscars and the mixture of creative, physical and 
mental teamwork challenges and games allowing kids to thrive at the things they love. ItΩs been 
awesome seeing relationships built between community and church kids,  new people and the 
ones and the ones that have been around forever, and exciting to see them develop bible reading 
habits and curiosity about faith.  

Max Deluxe has changed this year. 
Fortnightly Maxers have enjoyed their games, 
bible quizzes and travelling through the 
stories of the Old Testament, and the other 
ŦƻǊǘƘƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ά5ŜƭǳȄŜ tƻŘέ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ 
in church with some worksheets to help them 
get the most out of the message at Morning 
Church. With bean bags. With snacks. 
Morning Church Deluxe style! 

 

Jaimee Spurdle 

  


